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303 DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION Trans 231.03

Chapter Trans 231
PERMITS FOR DRIVEWAYS AND ALTERATIONS IN STATE TRUNK HIGHWAYS

Trans231.01 General. Trans 231.05 Noncommercial — rural.
Trans 231.02 Permit requirements. Trans 231.06 Commercial — urban.
Trans 231.03 Location, design and construction requirements — general. Trans 231.07 Noncommercial — urban.

Trans 231.04 Commercial — rural.

Note: Chapter Hy 31 was renumbered chaptemng 231 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b)  Trans 231.02 Permit requirements, In makingapp“ca
1., Stats. Registey August, 1996, No. 488 tion for a permit the applicant agrees to the following conditions:

Trans 231.01 General. (1) Thisregulation is for the pur (1) Thathe or she represents all parties in interest, and that any
poseof designating standards within which the department givewayor approach constructed by the applicant is for the bona
authorizedto issue permits pursuant to86.07 (2) Stats., for fide purpose of securing accesshte or her property and not for
placing, constructing or altering driveways for movementraf  the purpose of parking or servicing vehicles, or for advertising,
fic between stateunk highways and abutting property or otherstorageor merchandising of goods on the highway right of.way
wise making excavations or fills or installing culverts or making (2) Thatthe permitteeshall furnish all materials, do all work,
other alterations in a state trunk highway or in other manner disxdpay all costs in connection with the construction of the drive
turbing any such highway or bridge thereon. way and its appurtenances on the right of wislaterials used and

(2) This authorization extends only to the issuance of permfgPe and character of work shall be suitable and appropriate for.lts
for placing, constructing and altering private driveways, with arlgtendedpurpose, and the type of construction shall be as-desig
without pipes, for the movement of tfiaf between state trunk Natedand subject to approval of the department. féenittee
highways and abutting propertyand to landscaping or othershall make the installation without jeopardy to or interference
minor grading or alterations in roadway slopes and embankmeWéh traffic using the highway Highway surfaces, shoulders,
on state trunk highways adjacent to lands owned by the permittdéchesand vegetation disturbed shiaé restored to equivalent of

(4) No permit issued pursuant to this authority shall superseﬁ@glnal condition by the permittee.

more restrictive requirements imposed balid applicable local ~ (3) Thatno revisions or additions shall be madehe drive
ordinances. way or itsappurtenances on the right of way without the written

(5) Permitsfor such installations alterations exceeding the permission of the department.

limits or conditions established hereby shall be issued only en spe(4) The department reserves the right to mskehchanges,
cific approval of the secretary additions,repairs and relocationsithin statutory limits to the

. . . . riveway or its appurtenances on the right of way as may at any
6) No permit shall be issued or be valid for construction of : . ;
dri\(/ez/vay c[:)onnecting directly with the through roadway of %ﬁwe be_ con_S|dered necessary to permit th_e relocation, reconstruc
ion, widening, and maintaining of the highway or to provide

controlled—-accessighway unless and until such driveway i d . . .
authorizedby specific finding, determination and declaratio?\ﬁl)vg))?erprOtecnon to life and property on or adjacent to the-high

approvedby the department.
(7) Applicationsfor permits shall be made on formsailable ha

‘;’g tﬂgsffices of the department, and wilie furnished upon employeesagainst any action fgrersonal injury or property dam
q : agesustained by reason of the exercise of the permit.

(8) Thepurpose of the design standards herein prescribed '5(6) The department does not assume any responsibility for the

to promote the orderly and safe movement in and out of priv . ; .
propertiesin such manner as will constitute a minimum of ime?@noval or clearance of snpige orsleet,or the opening of wind

ferenceto through highway tréi€, and to control the use of drain rows of such materiallpon any portion of any driveway or

entrancealong any state highway even though sriow or sleet
agestructures and appurtenances as may be necessary to Pres€¥&positedor windrowed on the driveway or entrance by its
the physical structure of the highway

) . i authorizedrepresentatives engaged in normal winteintenance
~ (9) No permit may be issued under this chapter for construgperations.
tion of a highway or a private road or driveway that connectShistory: 1-2-56am. (2), (3), (4) and (6Registey January2001, No. 541ef.
directly with a state trunk highway and that provides vehicul@r1-01; corrections in (1) ar@) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 5., Staegister,
accesgo a land division, as defined inans 233.015 (4unless  Ja1uany200L. No. S4lcorrectionin (1) made unders. 35.17, StaRegister March
the land division was created before February 1, 1999 or tﬁe ’
departmentregionoffice, as defined in Srans 233.015 (1y)pr Trans 231.03 Location, design and construction
reviewing municipality as defined in sTrans 233.015 (6m) requirements — general. The location, design, and construc
determineghat the land division meets the requirements of chien of a driveway shall conform to the following:
Trans 233 If the department determines that a land division (1) A drivewa ; ;

. : y shall be located and restricted as to width as
createdafter February 1, 1999, &fs substantially from the land necessango that the entire driveway roadway and its appurte

division shown on a land division map to which the departmentynceqre contained within the frontage along the highway of the
region office or reviewing municipality certified no objection

ot ) ropertyserved. At public highway intersections a driveway shalll
underch. Trans 233anypermit issued under this chapter for thalfeot provide direcingress or egress to or from the public highway
land division is void and may be summarily cancelednitten

; - ¢ intersectionarea and shall not encroach on or occupy areas of the
g_oncetc_) the dland owner and the private roadioveway shall be y5agwayor right of way deemed necessary fdeefive trafic
iscontinued.

) _ control or for highway signs or signals. A driveway shall be so
History: 1-2-56 cr. (9), Register January 1999, No. 517eff. 2-1-99; am.

(intro.), (4) to (7) and (9), (3),Register January2001, No. 54]1ef. 2-1-01;correc- locatedand Cons.trUCte.d that YehiCIGBp.roaqhing or using it Wi”
tion in (9) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 6. Stats.,Register February 2013 No. 686 haveadequate sight distance in both directions along the highway

(5) Thatthe permittee, successors or assigns, agree to hold
rmlesghe state of léconsin and its duly appointed ageasl
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Trans 231.03 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 304

(2) Thenumberof driveways permitted serving a single proppermitsonly one—way operation of the driveways, the angle of the
erty frontagealong a state trunk highway shall be the minimurentrancedrive to grantes’ property maye decreased. The angle
deemecdhecessary bthe department for reasonable service to thsf the exit drive with the highway pavement shall be nottiess
propertywithout undue impairment of safetgonvenience, and 45°,

utility of the highway (4) IsLAND AREAS. (a) An island of a minimum length of 10
(3) Theisland area on the right of way betwesrccessive feet shall be maintained between driveways serving the same
drivewaysor adjoining a driveway and between the highwayremises.The measurement shall be along a linéeg®from and
shoulderand right-of-wayline shall remain unimproved for parallelto edge of pavement. The permit shall specify that the
vehiculartravel or parking. Such areas shall be considered Rgandarea, if less than 20 feet in length or 10 feet in width, is to
restrictedand may be filled in or graded down only as hereinaftgg gefined by physical structures suchcasbs, posts, boulders,
providedin sub.(7). masonrywalls or guard rails. Materials used to define the island,
~(4) The surface ofthe driveway connecting with rural-typeexceptconcrete curbs, shall be painted white. The sidénef
highway sections shall slope down and away from the highwaslandnext to the highway shall be not less than 10 feet from the

shoulder a stitient amount and distances to precladdinary pavemenedge. The side of the island farthest from the highway
surfacewater drainagérom the driveway area flowing onto theshalipe at the right-of-way line.

highwayroad_bed. ) . ) L (b) The area within 5 feet of a property line shall be a restricted
(5) Thedriveway may not obstruct or impair drainage in higharea over which no driveway may be developed. The 5-foot

waysidehdiltlcrtl)es Oé roadsid? areasf. Driveway_culvertsl, Wherhe Nf&strictionshall be measured parallel to the pavement edge and
essary;shall be adequate for surface watleainage along the gp,5|he efective between the right-of-way line and a line 10 feet

highwayand inno case less than the equivalent of 15-inch diamg ., 204 parallel to the pavement edge. This is to seremas

ter pipe. The distance between culverts under successive dri L .
waysshallbe not less than 10 feet except as such restricted ' S?%gddarlir\t/ajws;youldhe adjoining property owner request a permit

is permitted to be filled in uqder the provisions of S(l?t). . History: 1-2-56 am. (1), (3) and (4(a), Registey January2001, No. 54]1eff.
(6) When curb or gutter is removed for constructirgyive-  2-1-01.
way, the new connections shall be of equivalent acceptable mate ]
rial and curb returns provided or restored in a neatkmanlike Trans 231.05 Noncommercial —rural. On rural type
manner. The driveway surface shall connect with tiighway highwaycross section, driveways serving farm or residence prop
pavemenand the sidewalk, if anin a neat, workmanlike manner erty shall conform to the following:
Thedriveway construction shall includeplacement of sidewalk (1) WipTH oF brIVE. No noncommercial driveway or cem
areaswhich are inadequate or become damaged by reafsomination of drivewaysshall have a width less than 16 feet nor
vehiculartravel across the sidewalk. greaterthan 24 feet measured at right angles to the centerline of
(7) Therestricted area between successive drivewayshmaythe driveway except as increased by permissible radii.
filled in or graded down only when the following requirements are (2) Rerurn RaDI. No return radius projected between the
fully complied with: edgeof highway pavement and the driveway shall be greater than
(a) The filling in orgrading down shall be to grades approvedo feet.
by the department and, except where highway drainage is by,

f curb and qutt ter drai f th hall b (3) ANGULAR PLACEMENT. The centerline of that part of the
meansor curb and gutierwater dramnage of the area sha %irivewaylying on the state right of way shak at approximately

directedaway from thg highway roadbeq in a suitable manner.right angles to the pavement except as topography may make cer
(b) Culvert extension under the restricted area shall be of liggn angular placement necessary

sizeand equivalent acceptable material of the driveway culvert,
andintermediate manholes adequate for clean—out purposes mayrans 231.06 Commercial — urban. On urban type

berequired where the total culvert length exceeds 100 feet. pighway cross section, driveways serving commercial or indus
(c) Where no highway side ditch separates the restréotsal trial establishments shall conform to the following:

from thehighway roadbed, permanent provision may be required (1) wpri4 oF prive. No driveway shall have a width greater

to separate tharea from the highway roadbed, to prevent its Ugan 35 feet measured at right angles to the centerline of the-drive

for driveway or parking purposes, by constructafra border way, except as increased by permissible radii.

curb, rail, or posts deemed adequate by the department. L .
History: 1-2-56am.(2), (5), (7) (a) and (cRegister January2001, No. 541 (2) ReturnrADIL The return radii projected between the line
1

eff. 2-1-01. of face of curbof the highway and the driveway shall be deter
minedby the department basing its decision on the type dictraf
andthe restrictions given in sub@) and(4). In all cases, the
entireflare shall fall within the right of way

(3) ANGULAR PLACEMENT OF DRIVE. The angle between the

vided shall have a width greater than 35 feet measureigfat ce?terlineof the drivewayand the curb line shall be not less than
anglesto the centerlinef the drivewayexcept as increased by45 ) . . .

permissible radii.In no instance shall a driveway have a width (4) ISLAND AREAS. (@) When sidewalk is adjacent to curb, an
greaterthan 62 feet, including flare of return radii, measured alorg/andof a minimum length of 6 feet, measured along the curb line,
aline 10 feet from and parallel to the edge of the pavement el be placed between each entranca siate highway The
which the entrance will be constructed. curbshall be left intact for this length.

(2) ReTurN RADIL  No return radius projected between the (b) When sidewalk is remote from curb, an island of a-mini
edgeof highway pavement and the driveway shall be greater thaxum length of 10feet measured along the right-of-way line shall
40 feet. Usuallythese radii will be determined by the restrictionbe maintained between each entrance to a state highwdy
givenin subs(1), (3), and(4). flaresshall be tangent to the curb line.

(3) ANGULAR PLACEMENT OF DRIVE. The angle between the (c) A curb length of not less than 3 feet shall be left undisturbed
centerlineof a driveway serving two-way tfaf andthe edge of adjacento each propertiine to serve as an island area should the
the pavement may not be less thart 4%Where suitable precau adjoining property owner request a permit for an entrance.
tions are taken, or one-way operation along divithghways History: 1-2-56 am. (2) and (3)Register January2001, No. 541eff. 2-1-01.

Trans 231.04 Commercial —rural. On rural type high
way cross section, driveways serviagmmercial or industrial
establishmentshall conform to the following:

(1) WipTH oF DRIVE. No driveway except as hereinafter pro
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Publishedunder s35.93 Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.
304-1 DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION Trans 231.07

Trans 231.07 Noncommercial — urban. On urban type of face of curb of the highway and the edge of driveway may not
highway cross section, driveways serving residence propemxceedlO feet. In all cases the entire flatwll fall within the right
shall conform to the following: of way.

(1) WipTH oF brIVE. No noncommercial driveway or ceom  (3) ANGULAR PLACEMENT. The centerline of the driveway may
binationof driveways shall have a width greater than 24 feet meae either parallel to the property line of the lot for which access is
suredat right angles to the centerline of the drivewexcept as requestedor at right angles to the curb line.
increasedy permissible radii. History: 1-2-56 am. (2),Register January2001, No. 54;ef. 2-1-01.

(2) ReTurNRADIIL. The radius of the return connecting the line

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
is the date the chapter was last published. Report errors (608) 266-3151. RegisterFebruary 2013 No. 68€


http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/35.93
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/35.93
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecodearchive/0/toc
http://docs-preview.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecodearchive/541/toc

